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(ACT NUMBER 7)

An Act to provide for the organization of Municipal Govern-
ments in the Canal Zone, 1sthmus of Panama.

By Autherity of the President of .the United States, be it
enacted by the Isthminn Canal Commission:

MUNTCTPALLTIES,

Section 1. Districts as nunicipal corporations.  'The
municipal districts - of the Canal Zone, Isthrius ~of
Panama, shall be recognized as municipal corporaiions
‘with the zame boundaries a5 now existing de jure or de
Jacto, as showu by the officiul map on file in the office
of the Governor of the Canal Zone, upon organization
under the provisions of this Act,

Section. -2, - Municipalities—names and  vight  of.
Municipalities incorporated under this Act shall be
designated as municipalitiés and shall be know by the
names heretofore adopted; to wit: Ancon, Emperador,
Gorgonu, Buenuvista, Gatun and Cristobal.  Under
such names, respectively, they muy sue and be sued,
contract und be contracted with, acquive, hold and
convey real and personal, fixed and movable property,
and exercise any and all powers conferred upon and
possessed by them.
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Section 8. Vested rights «f properly.  All property
and property rights and rights of action possessed by
any municipal district or subdivision thereof under its
former organization. shall continue to be vested in the
municipality or subdivision thereof after its incor-
poration under this Act. The propertics owned by
municipalities shall enjoy the sume guaraniics as the
_property of individuals, and shall not be liable to
tuxadion. T ’

Yeetion 4. Officers. The government of cach
municipaliy established under this Act shall be admi-
nisteret by a Mayor, a Municipal Council of five
members, Municipal Sceretary and Municipal . Lreasu-
rer, cach and all of whom shall he appointed and
their salaries fixed by the Governor of the Canal Zone,
subject to approval by the Commission. T'he term of
oficc of the Mayor, Secretary and 'T'reasurer, first
appointed under this Act shall be for the period of timc
between ihe date of their appointment and the first
Mouday in January, A, D., 1906: thereafter the term
of office of said munieipal officers shall be two years or
until their suceessors ave appointed and gualified. Of the

members of the Municipal Council first appointed under

ihis Act, two shall be appointed for the term expiving
the first Monday in Jannary, A. D), 1906, threc for
a term expiring the first Mounday in January, A. D,
1907, thercificr the term of office of the members of
the municipal council shall be for two years or until
their suecessors are elected and qualified.  Any ofticer
of & municipality -or a member of a Municipal Council
may be removed frowm oflice by the Governor of the
Zone. Appointments to fill vacancies shall be for the
unexpired term. .

Section 3. Qualifications of officers. A Municipal
officer shall have the following qualiticationd: Me
shall be twenty-five or more vears of age, and shall
have a legal residence in the municipality.  He shall
be able to intelligently speak, read and write the
Spanish or English langnage. _

Section 6. Persons disqualified. In no case shall
there he appoiuted to a municipal office, an ecclesiastic,
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a soldier or marine in active service, a person engaged
in remuncrative sployment by the government of the
Canal Zone or by the Isthmian Canal Gommission, or
a contractor for public works for the municipality,
or any person who has been convicted of a felony

_the conrts of the Canal Zone, or the Republic of Pa-

nama.

Scction 7. Oath of Municipal officers. Every per-
son appointed to a municipal office under the provi-
sions of this Act. shall before entering upon the duties
of his otfice, fake and snbscribe the following oath and
file the suwme in the office of the-Municipal Secretary:

.QATH OQF QFFICE.

13 A , having been appointed as.... ...
of the muanicipality of................ , do solemnly.

swear (or allirm) thav 1 have ‘the preseribed qualifiea-
tions to hold office in zaid municipality; that T
recognize and accept the supreme aucherity of the
United States therewn and thercover and will maintain
true faith and aliegiance thereto; that I will obey
the laws, legal orders, rules and regulations promul-
gated by its duly constituled authorities; that I impose
upon myself this obligation voluntarily, withont
mental reservation or purpose of evasion; and that 1
will well and faithfully discharge the duties of the
office upon wich 1 am about to enter, So help me God.
(Last four words to be stricken out in casc of af-
firmation.)

(Signature.)
“Subseribed and swern to (or aflirmed) before
me this........... ~dayof..... R ceee , 100, .7

Scction 8. Official bonds. Every municipal of-
ficer charged with the custody of municipal funds,
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shall exeente a bond to the Municipality with two or
ryore sureties, the amount of which bond and the suf-
ticiency of the sureties shall be approved by the Mayor
by .written endorsement thereon and by the Muuici-
pal  Couneil by vote duly recorded. - Any Surety
Company approved “by the Isthmian® CGanal Commis-
gion may be accepied in liew of the twoe or more

sureties above requived. A copy of-the bond und up--

proval shall . be spread upon the record of 'the pro-
ceedings 'of the Municipal Council.  The bond shall

be fixed at a penal sum net less'than one-half of ‘the.

amonnt -of . the aggregata sum of the revenues which
will probably - come imto tho hands of the official
during any one year of his incuimbancy and shall he
conditioned upon the fuithful performance of the
duties of the office and the payment and accounting as

required by law of-all moneys received by such of-" -

ficer for and in behalt of the Municipality.  'The bond
shali be filed in the office of the Municipal Secretary]
who shall carefully  preserve the same, and should

suit he brought on =mid bond, it shall not be a defense |
to the signers and suvesies on said bond that the above -

requirements for approval were not complied with, if

in fact, by virine of said bond, the muwmeipal officer

entered upon the discharge of the duties of his ofilce.

TITE MAYOR.

Sectinn 0. Mayor dufies ¢ ~"The Mayor shall he
the Chiel Lixecutive of -the Municipality. .
{r.) Me shall cansc the laws i force throughout

ihe Canal Zone, lsthmus of Panama, the decrees,

orders, rinles and regulations adopted and promulgated

by competent authority and the ovdinances of the-

municipality to be executed. : S
(h.) He shall sapervise the performance of of-

ficial  duties by _all subordinutes and inspect and

‘exanune the books, rocords, and papers of each officer
of the Municipality or agent employed by it. :

(c.) e shall draw and sign the owrders upon the
Municipal Treasurer for the legitimate dishursemente
suthorized by the Counal.
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(d.) Me shall preside at the Municipal Couneil
and shall sign its journal; but he shall not be entitled
to vote excopt in the case of a tie, when he shall give
the deciding vote.”

(e.) - He shall approve ordinances adepted by the
Municipal Cewieil, unless  he shall consider them
prejudicial - to the publie welfare or repugnant to
guperior law, in wiclievent heshall veto them; bat the
Counéil may pass said ofdinance over the vero of the
Mayor by un aflivmative vote of four. of its niembers,
in which case it shall be valid without the signature of
the Mayoit Tt the Mavor shall not either approve or
veto an ordinance within five days of its adoption it
shall become a law.
< () -Heshall recomniend to the Municipal Council
such -measures connected with the public health,
cleanliness or ornamentation of the Municipality, or
the improvement of its finances. as he sllml’l decm
expedient. . .

(&) He shall issne orders respecting the public
peace and--safety, and for the purpose of avoiding
damage from conflagrations, floods, and the effccts of
storms and other public calamities.

“ (k) He shall in ihe mohth of December of
each year, prepire and make out in duplicate "an an-
nuwad report, setting- forth the important events which
have decurred -in the municipality during .the current-
vear. One copy or the suid report shall be filed in the
office of -the Municipal Secrébary and the other shall
be subinitted to the Municipal Council and thercafter
forwarded to the Governor of the Cunal Zone, Isthmus
of Panama, on or hefore the fiftcenth day of the
following Jannary. - i

- (i) He shall take care that the -Municipal Coun:
¢il meet at the proper time .and place and complies
with the duties reguired of 'it; and shall eall special
scgsions of the Council when renderéd necessary by
some grave and urgent occurrence.

(7.0 IHe shall give to the Municipal Cotncil ihe
reports and data required by it for the proper perform-
ance of its duties.
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() He shall present to the Municipal Council
the drafis of resclutions which that body may
cousider necessary for the proper administration of the
Municipality, and especially the drafts of budgets of
reventies and expeonses at the proper times,

(1.) Me shall regulate the expenses and cxpen-
ditures of the Munmicipality in accordauce with the
budget and accounting regulations. B

(m) e shall take care that the archives and
oflices of the municipal officers are kepb in proper
order, condition and arrangement.

Section 10.  T'he office of the mayor shall he
located at the seat of Government of the Munici-
pality. ' . 4
Section L1. . The salary of the Mayor of cach
Municipality shall be fixed by the Governor of the
Canal Zone, and stated in the appointment. Such
salary shall be payable monthly.

THE MUNICIPAL BECR ETARY.

Sestion 12, Municipal Secretary, dutics: of. The'

Municijpal Seeretary shall be the clerk of the muniei-
pal conuneil. : .

(@) e shall attend the meetings of the Council,
keep a journal of its preceedings and prepare and
preserve the reeord of all acts of the Municipality.

(0.) He shali countersign and certify to the
correctuess of all accounts ordered by the Council to
be paid by the munieipal tressurer.

(¢.) “He shall keep his office in the building where -

the Municipal Couneil meets, or at some place of
convenient access thereto, as the Council shall direct.

(¢.) He shall keep 2 civil register for the Munici-
pality and record iherein all births, marriages and
and deaths, with their respective dates. In ease of
marriages  he  shall further record the previous
residence of the contracting partics, the name of the

person solemmizing the marriage and the names of the -

witneszes, In case of deaths, the canse of death,
when known, shall be recorded,  Physicians and mid-
wives residing or practicing theiv professions within the

»
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limits of the municipality shail forthwith forward ‘to

the municipal secretary notification of every birth or
death that oceurs under his or her professional observa-
tion, together with the necessary information for
making the proper entry in the civil register. = Every
person who is authorized by law to celebrate marriagoes,
shall forthwith forward to the Municipal Sceretary
notification of every marringe which he celebrates
within the municipality, together with the necessary
data for properly recording said marriage in the eivil,
vegister.  All entries in the civil register shall be made
by the Municipal Secretary free of charge. )

{e) Me shall issue, upon demand of uny porson,
a certified copy of any record under- his control, and
shall be authorized to charge and rveceive a fee " which
shall not exceed, for both the writing and certificate,
ten. cents per one hundred words., The records shall,
during usual business hours be open to inspection,
free of charge by all residents of the Canal Zone and
officers of the Government of the Canal Zone,

(/) He shall perform such other duties ap-

“purtenant to his office as the mnnicipal counail may

provide by ordinance, or the  Government of the
Canal Zone may crder or direct. o

Section 13, The salary of the Secretary of cach
Municipality shall be fixed by the Governor of the
Ganal Zone, and stated in the appointment. Snch, -
salary shall be payable monthly. :

TIHE - MUNICIPAL TREASURER.

Scetion T4 Dudies of. The Municipal T'reasurer
shall receive, safeguard, "dishurse and account for all
mongy paid to the municipality from any source.

(a.) He shall give to every person paving money.
to the municipal treasury a receipt therefor, specifying
the amount, date of payment and upon what acconnt
the payment is made,

(b.) He shall keep a detailed account of all
moneys received and shall pay out the same only
under authority of an order or resolution of the



Counei! and upon aw “order sig
countersigned by the municipal seeretary.

() Heshall on or before the third day of cach
month, make out in triplicate a foll and complete
stutement of thé receipts and expenditures of  the
preceding month, together with a stateiment of the

izned Ly the Magor and

cagh actually on hand in “the munieipal treasury.  He.
shall deliver two copivz to the Mayer, who shall verify
them and certify npon the face of each to the cor-

reetness thereof and: shall then mnediately enuse one

copy to be posted at the main_ entrance to the muniei-
pal building and send the other to the Governor of the'

Canal. Zone, : )

(d.) e shall pay all lawful orders in the order.

in which they are prescoted, and he, shall.note on the
back of cach the date of such presentation and keep a
record thereof, and, when paymont_ iz made, the date
of such payment: Provided, "That he shall hot pay any

order when there is nob.in the freasury a sulficient,
amount to meet orders previously  presented and.

not, paid for want of fonds, .

(¢) e shall have his office in the municipad
building and.shall kezp in the municipal safe or stroug
box, which it shall he the.duty of the municipal
conncil to provide, all moneys belonging to the
municipality; whieh said moneys shall be kept separaic
and distinet from the personal and privaie moneys of
the treasnrer, - He shall not be permitied to make
profit ant of the public money, nor to lend or otherwise
uze if, nor to use said money in any way or method not
anthorized by Jaw, A wmunicipal treasurer violating
the foregoing restriction shall be dismissed from office,

if snch violation <hall be established to the satisfaction
of the Governor of the Canal Zone. Such violation

shall be considered & malversation of funds and
punished accordingly. 'The municipal treasurer may,
to preveut the acenmulation of too large an amount of
monev in the safe of the municipality, when espeaial-
Iv autherized by resclution of the Municipal Counetl,
deposit Tor safe-keeping with the Treasurer of the
Cinal Zone such sams of money as he will not he
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obliged to usein the immediate future. taking o receipt
thercfor from the Lieasurer of the Canal Zone, He
shall exhibit (his receipt to the municipal council uf its
first meeting subsequent to the date-of deposit and the
municipal scoretary shall record the fact of guch exhi-
bition and the date and amount of the receipt.

(/) He shall bethe eastodian of all municipal.
property and shall keop o vecord therasf in a book
stiitable for that purpoese. ‘ -

(9 ) Thesalary of the Treazurer of ench Muniei-—
pality shall be fixed by thy Governor of the Canal Zone, .
and stated in the appaintient.  Such salary shall be -
payihle monthly. . S ‘

_ Section V3. (Lecapacily.)  Should any duly ap
pointed muuntcipal officer,” hecoms permanently inea- -
pacitated for tha proper dischacze of his duties dn i ©
his term ot office, threugh accident, disease or vemoval.
of residence, the faet of seeh incapacity and renzon:
thercof <hall be declared by the vote'of a nmjorit\'.o.:".
the municipal council and certified by the Muvor und.
Municipal Secretary to -the Governor of the Cuanul

- Zone, who shall thereupon decluve suid office vacsmt

and _;alz)pt_»int anincumbent for the unexpived tevm.

Section 16, (Property, turning orer.)  LEvery officer
of the municipality shall, at the expivation of his term
deliver to his sueressor in office, who shail receipt for
the same in duplicate. all money, propeity, bouks, ind
eftects of every description in his possession. helonging
to the municipality or pertaining. to his office. Ona
copy of the receipt shail be delivered to the retiving
ofticer and the other shall be filed with the municipzﬁ
freasurer. Uli:on the refusal of the retiring officer to
t;;.‘)mply with t:lis]wovision, he shall be liable for all
damages cansed thereby and sue enalty as may be
previded by law. * ' sueh pumltd\-' o l?]‘l”\ l?c

Section 17, (Infercst in contract SJorlidden). No
Municipal officer shall be directly ~ or indiveotly
mt(vr_e.ﬁ:tcd‘in any contrtct, work, or business of the
municipality, orin the purchase of any real estafe of
other property sold by the tu)ul\icil.):tli?-\'. Any officer
violating the provisions of this section shall be removed
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from oftice; and upon trial and conviction in a court of
competent jurisdiction shall be imprisoned not less
than six months aud not fonger than twe vears.

THE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL.

Section 18.  The Municipal Council shall prescribe
the time and place of holding its meetingz.  Regular
meetings hall be held onee v every two weeks and
speeinl meelings o8 often us the necessities of publie
business may require.  Any meeting, regular or special,
in ease the amount of business ghall justify, may be
adjourned from  day te day until the business is
completed.  The Mayor; or any two members of the
vouncil, may call a special mecting by giving written

notice ¢f such meeting to each member of the Council,

which notice shall be served personally or left at his
agul place of abode. :

CSeetion V9. (Quernn). Three mwember: of the
munieipal coweil shall con-iitute a quorum to do
business, bzt asmaller number may adjourn from time
o ume . Yy compel the atiendance of absentees.

Section 20, (Cowuneil AMeoting), The regular  se-
sions or meeiings of the Couneil ghall be poblic, and the
person presiding has authovity to exact from all present
dne vespeet and proper deportment. to prevent distur-
bances and dizorder, and to order the reom cleared of
aag and all persons who may by impropur conduct give
reason for such action, L

Section 21, (Rules of proceduze) The Municipal

Coungll shall determine its own rules of procedure and

yunmish its members for disorderty conduct. ’

Section 22 (Joawrnal) The Municipal Couneil
<hall & }m ayes and

keep a journal of its proceedings, L
eays shall be taken wpon the passage of al) ordina rces,
:1._";12_311 prﬁ_positihns to create any contract with or
- VN aganstthe munieipality, and upon’ all resolu.
ity or orders having the force and effect of law, und
uyea ihe request of any member, and the vote shall he
enteted in the jourual. “The affirmative vote of the’
ey of all the members shall be necessary for the
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passage of any ordinance or of any propesition ereat-
ing or contamplating any indebicdness or lability on
the part of the municipality. ‘ '

Section 23.  (Ovdinances and -resolutions.)  Every
ordinance or resolution upon heing adopled by the
municipal council and approved by the mayor, or
passed over his veto, shall be forwarded by the Mayor
to the Governor of the Canal Zone for his approval and
until approved by the Governor shall be without force
and eftect.  Upon approval by the Governor, the
ordinance or resolution shall be reiurned to the Mayor
of the municipality who shall canse a correel copy
of the same to bz posted at the entranze of the
municipal building and said erdinance or resolution
shall take cffect on the tenth day afier being approved
by the Governor. Lhe fuct of such posting shall be
certificd to . by the municipal secretary, who shall
spread his certiticate upon the minutes of the council,
but failure to post the ordinance or resolution shall
not invialidate the same.

Section 24, (Powers and awihority) The Munici-
pal Council may, in the absence of provisions thercfor
by general law in force in the Canal Zowe, or by the
superior authovity of the Goverment of the Canal Zone:

(n) DPrepare tha badget of receints and expeundi-
tuzes for the municipality as hereinafter provided.

(b.)  Tmpose taxes within the limits prescribed by
law and make regulations for  their collection and
dishursement, .

(e} Make appropriations for lawful and needful
municipal expenditures.

(d)  Manage the property of the municipality,

(e.) Construct, repaie and maintain the bridges,
sidewalks, streets, highways and parks, remove and
prevent obstacles and encroachments thereon, and
regulate the use of same, and provide for fire protec-
tion and water supply. :

(1) Declare and abate nuisances.

{(g.} Prohibit the burial of the dead within the
centers of population and provide for their burial in
proper places and manner.
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IMirst:  An wlf valorens tax on all ]‘l!l(la buildings,

and improvements in the mnmmpallt,. except lands or
buildings owned by tha United States of America, the
L.memmcnt of the Canal Zone, Isthinus of Pan.una_.
the Isthmian Canal Commission, the Panama Railroad
Company, or by-the \[ummpiht\ to be levied against
the owner or owners thereof, or in case of dmﬁjt or
dispute as to ownerzhip, against the parties in pos-
session thereof, by ordin: wnce duly adopted by the
Councit; which tax ahd” not be-less than éne-fourth

LL;.-A,_ng nasybaraas

lard iableg, nine pin alleyvs, horse-races, public dances
and dance houses. theatrical and like amusements ten-
dered the public for which an admission fee is charged,
merrv-go-rounds, and mechanical contrivances of Tike
characler, hand or guns, street pianos, and hurdy gurdies,
(2.) Adopt such ordinaneces and regulations, not
repugnant to the rights of the inhabitants and the laws,
regulations, orders and decrees of the superior Govern-
ment of the Canal Zone, as may be necessary to carry
into effect and dischurge the powers and duties confer:

vt _amanwa sliinen csin aysae sasadbasa
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{ratuing of fighting eocks: for public carriages, cabs,
carts, draxs, stuges. hearses aud convevances kept for
hire; ind Tor boatz or canocs over ecighteen fect long.
for cafes, vestanmrants, cantinag, hotels, inhs and
lodging  hon: and for. hilliard tables, public enter
tainments charging an admizsion  fre, horse races,
merryv=wo-romnds and tike amusements tendered the
publie for which a fee iseharged.

Fourth:” Municipal fines.

Section 29 Tazes prohibiied. Tt shall not be in
the power of the Municipal Council fo impose a fax
in any form whatever mpon goods and merchundize
braught into the municipality or carried out of same;
anrl any attempt Lo impose au import or -export tax
upon gomis in the grise of charge for wharfage, vse of
bridwes, =irects, highways or otherwize, shall be void. -

Seerion 30 Fiving and charging trres. Al taxes,
licénzes and feez ninposed by the conncil shall be fived
by ordinanee and may he changed from year to vear,’
s the conneil may deem proper.

Seetion 31, Stutement by Treasirer.  The Muonici-
pal Treazurer durving the fivst fifteon duyz of Junuvary
of cach wvear, shall prepare in doplicate itémized
statements of the income and. disbuvsenients of the

=

preceding ealendar year, ene copy of which shall he’

framamitted "9 the Governor of  he Canal Zone and
the nther to the Municipal Council. - e shall exhibit
te the Council his beoks and veceipts, together with
the stubs of fthe reeeipis izsued by him.  The Council
shall earefully andit these accounts, comparing the
sitement of income with the duplicate receipts and
the statement of the dishursements with the vouchers
and veceipis. I the amownts are found to be correct,
they shall be attested by  the members of the Coungil,

and should any member not be in fivor of approving-
them or any item thereof, he will endorse his disap-

proval in wriling  thereon, specifying the itcms
shicered fe and the reasens for Ins objection. A
certificd copy of the statemeut, with the signatares
therceo, and  the endeorsemeénts ihercon, shall he

forthwith forwarded to the Governor of the Canal -

URRY,

Zone. who, if ha thinks that judicial proceedings
should be begun against either the Municipal Treasurer
or the Council or any member thmeof, or other officer
of the municipality, for the unlawful expenditure of
money belonging Lo the municipality, shatl, on behalf
of the municipality. through the prosecuting attorney
of the Canal Zone. institute - proceedings to recover the
amount so unlawfully expended. : i

Section 32, Report by Council. Duoving the month
of January of cach year the Council shall prepare in
duplicate a report giving:

(2.) An inventory of all buildings, lands, and
other property real and persond, maovable and inmuva.
ble. belonging to the Muanicipality. '

(b.)  Anatemized estimate of the revenues of the
municipality from all sonrces during the current year,
with the statement opposite cach item of the amount
realized from that source during -the last preceding
yeur. ' ) : '
{c.) An itemized cstimate of the  ordinary expen-
ges of the municipality for the corvent year, with ‘the
statement opposite each item of the corrresponding
exponses for the last preceeding year. The estimated
ordinary expenses shall not exececed the estimated
resources.  'I'his estimate shall include a- statement of
all outstanding indebtedness, if such exists. ‘

() An estimate of such extraordinary expen- ..
ditures. if any, as may be reguired through unusual
necessity or to make permanent improvements.  Such
cstimabe shall state the approximate total expenditures
by reason of such necossity or improvement, the
amount of which it is expecied to expend dwing the
first year and the source ov sourees from which it is
proposed to secure the necessary funds; also an
itemized statement of extraordinary expenditures for

- the last proceding calendar year.

(e.} Suoeh report when completed, and approved
by tha Council, shall be attested by its Mayor, Muni-
cipal Secretury and Munieipal Treasurer, and shall be

forwarded in duplicate to the Goveruor of the Canal
Zone for his action. If the Governor .shall, upon:
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examination and consideration, find that the taxes
levied will produce the estimated revenues and that the
actual expenditnres provided for in the report will
not excectl in the aggregate the estimates thercof,
and shall approve of soid taxes and expenditures, he
shall endorse such approval on said report and
forward one copy of the roport so endorsed to the
Mayor of the municipality who shall deliver it without
delay to the Munieipal Treasurer. 1f after the mnu-
nicipal Treasuver shall have begun the collection of
taxes, he finds .that the amount to be actually col-
lected falls short of the estimate, he shall certify this
fact to the Conucil and to tho Governor of the Canal
Zone, with a statement of the. probable shortage, and
1t shall be the duty of the Council to reduce its
stbzequent expenditnres so as to bring the aggregate
within the available income as reported. by the Lrea-
surer.

(£) Txpen:as not provided in the annnal esti-
mate can only be incurred and paid upon anthoriza-
tion by the Governor of the Canal Zone, at the
request of the Municipal Council.

Section 33. (Furming ouwl of luxes prohibifed.)
Taxes, imposts, lizcnse. fees, and all other revenues
of the munivcipality shall not be sold, leased or farmed
out by the Municipal Council, but shall be collected by
the Munieipal Treasuver.

ASSESSMENT.

Section 34. (Real estate.) The veal estate of the
municipality shall be valued and assessed for taxation
by a hoard, to consist of the Mayor, the Municipal
Treasurer, and a third party designated by the
Governor of the Canal Zone, which board shall be
kuown as the Municipal Board of Assessors. The
Mayor shall be president of the Board and the
Municipal Secretary shall be its secretary.  The place
of Meeting of the Board, cxeept whern' in viewing land
to be valned, shall be the office of the Municipal Se-
cretary. Al questions presented to the Board for its
considerniinn, shall be decided by a majority vote.
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Section 35, (Oath.) DBefore entering upon their
duties, and the organization of the Board, the mem-
hers shall take and subsertbe. to an oath before the
mumnicipal judge in the following words:

Lo U , do solemnly swear
{or affiem) that T will appraize all the real property
subject to taxation in the municipalifyof ........ .y
so far as requived by law, at its true value in money,

‘andwill set the same’in the tax list of sdid municipa--

lity ad its true vilue in money, and will faithfully
dizscharge ull the dunties imposed vpon -me by law, so
help m= God.” (Che’last four words to be omitted in
case of affirmation ) -
{Signatare of assessor.)

‘Subseribed and sworn to before me, this.... ..

codayoflo ol ;1900 . . .
(Signature of municipat judge‘.)”~‘

Such oath when subscribed shall be Gled with the
Municipal Secretury who shall inseribe the entive
oath and certificate upon the records of the Board.

Section 36. (Lists prepared by oerers.) It shall
be the duty of every owner of real esiate in the muni-
cipality to prepare or cause to be prepared, on blanks
furnished him, a statement of the amonnt of land and

_improvements therron which he owns within the

municipality and a description sufficient in detail to
enable iho Board of Assessors to identify the same
upon examination. He shull sabserfbe to the state- -
mert and verify the same on oath before the Munici-
pal Sceretary who is hereby authorized to administer
such oaths.  The statement shall be fled with the
Secrotary of the Board of Assessors within fourteen
days after the organization of the Boanrd. . _ .
Section 37, (Meelings of Bowrd gf Assessors.) -On
the first day of November, 1904, aed ia subsequent
years on the first day of September, the Boanl of
Assessors shull meet, " take the oath of office and
organize and.shall proceed to make a list of all the
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taxable real estate in the munieipality. ‘I'he names of
the owners of soch real estate shall be aranged
alphabetically, with a brief description opposite their
mmes of the property owned by them. In making
ihis list the Board of Assessors shall take into conside-
ration the sworn statements by the owners of the
property hereinbefore requived to be filed,” but shall
not be prevented thereby from considering other
evidence as to value and extent.  For the purpose of
completing this list, the board is authorized to summon
withesses, administer gaths to them and subject them
to examination concerning the ownership, amount and
value of real estate subject to taxation. The oath
shall. be, administered to snch  witnesses by the
municipal secretary,”

Section 88, (Unknown Quaers.)- If the Board
of Assessors shall fivui . pureels. of land within, the
municipality subject to taxation the owner or owners
of which cannot be -discovered after a reasonable
investigation, it shall he the duty of the Board to list
said parcels of Iand for tuxation, charging the taxes as
against an unknown  owner, and describing the
premizes with suflicient accuracy toidentify the same.

Section 39, {Assessing.)  After having completed
the list, the Board shall proceed to assess the value of
each separate purcel of teal estate, and the improve-
ments thereon, if any, at their true value in money;
and, ihere it shall appear what there are separate
owners of the land and of the improvements,; a separate
azsessment of the property of each shall he made.
The value so fixed shall be placed upon the tax list
opposite the numes of the owners *and the descripbion
of ihe property taxed. )

Section 40.  (Property not listed) If it shall be
discovered by the Board or brought to their attention,
or to the attention of any member thercof, that any
taxable reul estate within the municipality hus not been
lizted, it shall be the duty of the Board at onee to
reassemble and to list amd value the same and charge
soaingt the owners thercof the taxes due for the
current year and for all other years since the original
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assessment under this Act was made by the Board. and
the taxes thus assessed shall be legul and eoliectible by
all the remedies thercin provided,” wnd penalties. and
interest shall be added to the back taxes as if the
sime had heen assessed at the tinie when they should
have been assessed.

Section 41, {Completion of listing.) 'The Board of
Assessors shall complete their listing and valuation of
real property situated within the nunicipality on or
before December #lst, .and, when completed, shall
authenticate the same by signing the following cer-
tificate at the foot of the list:

“We hereby certify that the foregoing list containg
u true statement of the aggregate wmount and value of
the taxable real estate helonging to each person nwmed
in the list, according to the best of onr knowledge and
belief™.

Section 420 | (Filing lists.) When the list-shall be
completed, in accordunce with the foregaing scetion, . it
shall be filed in the office of the Scerctary of the Board,
and the Bourd of Assessment shall; by notice posted at
the main entrance of the municipal building and by
notice posted in not less than five public and conspicuous
places in said municipality, inform the public that the
list has heen completed and is on file in the office of
the Secretary of the Board and may be examined by
any person intevested therein, and that. upon a day, at
lzast ten days after the posting of said notice, the
board will be in scssion for the purpose of hearing
complaints as to the acenracy of the listing of the
property and the proper valnation thereof, After such
notices huve been posted, the Secretary shall certify to
the fact of posting upon the record, which shall Le
decmed prima fucie evidence of the fuct. At the day
fixed in the posted notice the board shall meet and
hear all complaints then ov therctofore filed by persons
against whom taxes have been assessed as owners of
the real estate, and shall make a decision on sueh
complaint and enler such decisions on its minutes; and,
if the board shall determine that injustice- has been
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done or ervors have been committed, it shall amend
the list in accordance with its findings.

Section 43. (Appeal) In case any complainant
before the Board of Assessors shall fecl agrieved by its
decision, he may, within ten days after the entry of . the
decision of the hoard upon the minntes appeal to =«
board of tax appenls hereinafter provided for.  He shall
perfect his appeal by filing a written notice of the
same with the board of assessors and it shall be the
duty of the Seeretary of suid board forthwith to bransmit
the appeal to the board of tax appeuls, with all written
documentary evidence in the possession of- the board
relating to said ussessment and valuation,

Section 44.  (Boerd. of Lax Appeals ) The Board
of Tax Appeals shall consist of the Mayors of the
several municipalities of ihe Canal Zone, and shall
assemble upon call by the Governor of the Canal Zone,
and at & time and place to be fixed by him, they shall
elect one of their number Chairman of the board
and one Secrctary of the board who shall keep the
record of the preceedings

Section 43. (Oatir.% After  the clection of a
Chairman and Secretary, and before proceeding with
further business the members of the board of tax
appeals shall take the following vuth before any officer
authorized to wiminister an oath:

Ml e e, s0lemnly swear (or
affirm) that T will well and- truly hear and determine
all matters in issue between the property -owners and
the munieipal- bourd of assessors submitted -for my
decizion, 50 help me God.  {In case of aftirmation the
last four words are to be stricken ount,)

“(Signatare of the member of board.}”

“Subseribed and sworn to (or affirmed) before me
this.. .o day of........... 190+ .
“(Signature of officer administering outh.)”

The oath of each member shall be recorded by
the Secretary of the board in the minutes of its
j roceedings.

Section 46. (Hearing appeals) The Beoard of
Tax Appeals shall hear and determine all appeals duly
submitted to them  They shall have authority to cause
to be amended the listing and-valnation of the property
in respect’ to “which the complaint is made, by order
signed by the board, or a majority theresf, and éran--
mitted to the municipal board of assessors, which shall
amend the tax list in conformity with said order.

Seetion  47.  (Querwm.)  Attendance upon the
meetings of the Board of Tax Appeals shall \)(‘. com-
pulsory upon -the members, unless excused therefrom
by the Governor of the: Canal Zone; in the event of
the absence of one or more of the members, the Gover-
nor shall designate a person to sit in place of and
discharge the dutics of such absentee, so that the hoard
shall at all times be composed of nof less than six
members.  In case of a tie -vote on any appeal,.the

" question shall be decided in favor of those votng

contrary to the vote cast by 'the Mayor of the Manter-
pulity from which the appeal came.

Section 48. (Swlaried) The members of the
boaid of appeals shall receive as compensation for their
services on snch hoard the'sum of five dollars per day
and actual and necessary traveling expenses. to be paid
out of the Municipal Treasury of the Municipality to
which the member is acereditéd.

Scction 49, (Prepayment of privilege tazes.) Al
licenses and ‘privilege. taxes " shall be pwid hefore the
licensee or tax—payer shall begin the business or
enjoyment of the privilege for wlnch-the Heense ¢r tax
is “imposed. ST
. Alllicenses and privilege taxes shall terminate on
the thirticth day of June of cach year, and anyone
beginning a business or exercising a privilege apon
which an auntial tix is levied by the Cowncil after the
thivticth of June shall be requived before beginning
such business or exercising such pnivilege, to pay the
license or tax for the part of the year which remains,
to and in¢lurding the thirthieth day of June following.
~In addition to the tax” or license, penalty shall-bhe
imposed amonnting to twenty per centum of the origi-
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ml fax or license to be collected and acconted for by
the Municipal Treasarer in the same manner as the
original tax or license, for a faillure to pay tax or
license when due.

Section 50.  ( Record of tux paycrs published) 1t
shall be the duty of the Muaicipal Treasurer to keep
record, vpen to public inspection, of the names of all
persons paying licenses or privilege taxes, arranged
alphabetically.

Seation 51, (List of tax payers to Aunicipal L'rea-
surer) Within ten days after the ]passa.ge of an
ordinance by the Couneil, requiring the pavmeunt of
licenses or privilege taxes, the Mayor and Municipal
Treasurer shall prepare a. list.of the names. of the
Jv.suns whose husiness if continued, would render
ther diable to the payment of a license fee or tax, and
thev bhall transmit sanch list at once to the Muni-
elpa! Treasurer,

Soction 52, (Conductling business without license.)
The Councii shall provide by ordinance that any person
conducting a business ‘or enjoying a privilege without
puring the tax or license fee reqnired by law, shall be
punished” by fine snd imprisonment, or Foth, upon
tria] and convietion by a court of competent juris-
diciion. :

Section 53. (Paymrent of tazes.) Amnnal taxes
due the Municipahity shall be due and payable at the
office of the Municipal Treasurer on 'Jm first day of
June of each year. The Municipal Treasarer shall
bz in his office prepared to receive und receipt
for said taxes on every day except Sundays and
legal holidays during the usual business hours during
ihe month of June of each year. A failure to pay the
taxes due within the period thus specified shall subject
the delinquent tax payer to the penalty of an addition-
al tax o} ten per centum of the amount of the
criginal tax., The penalty shall be accounted for by
the Municipal Treagurer in the same manner as the tax,

Section 54, (Dalingicents.) Taxes shall become
delinguent at the close of business hours of the 30th
day of June of each year; fiftcen.days after the tax has
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become delingquent, the Municipal Treasorer shall
prepare and sign a certified copy of the records of his
office, showing the persons delinquent in the payment
of their faxes, and the umount of tax and penalty
respectively due from them. He shall praceed ut once
to seize the. personul property of each delinquent, and
unless redeemed as 51ereinbef0rc provided. to sell at
public auction either at the main entrance of the
municipal building or at the plice where guch
property is seized, as. the Munieipal. Treasurer shall
determine, so much of the property so seized as hall
sutisfy the tax. penalty and costs of seizure and sule, to
the highest bidder for cash, after due advertisement by
notice posted for ten days at the main entrance of the
municipal bailding and at five public and conspicious
places in the municipality, stating the time, plzce and
canse of sale, and a description of the property to he
offcred for sule.  The cerniied copy of the Municipal
Treasurer’s record of “delinquents attested by the
Mayor and -the Municipal Sceretary shall be his
warrant for his proccedings, and the purchaser at
such sale shall acanire an indefeasible title to the
property sold.  Within Lhree days after the sale, the
Municipal Treasurer or his deputy shall-make retnrn
of his proceedings in suid master and spread it upon
his records, which shall also be attested by the Mani-
cipal Secretary.  Any. surplus resulting from the sale,
over and above the tax, penalty and costs, shall be
returnad to the tax payver on acconnt of whose delin-
quency the sale has been made,

Section 55. (Redemption.) The owner of the
R)el‘sonul property seized may redeem the same from the
Municipal Treasurer at any time after suizare and
before sule by tendering him the amount of the tax,
the penalty and the costs incurred up to the time of
the tender  The costs to be charged in making such
seizure and sale shall only embrice the actual expense
of seizure and preservation of the property pending the
sule, and no charge shall be imposed for the services of
the collecting officer.

Section 56. (Lien for tases.) Taxes and penalties
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assessed against real estate and inmovable property
shall constitute a lien theroon, which lien shall be
superior to all other lens, mortgages or incumbrances
of any kind whatsoever; shall be cnforceable against
the property whether in the possession of the delin-
quent or any subsequent owner, and can be removed
only by the payment of the tax and penalty with
interest on hoth at the rute of six-per cent per annum
from the date of delingnency.

Scetion 57 (Imswufficient personal property.) Ih
the event that the Municipal T'reasurer shall be unable
to find suflicient personal property of the delinquent
out of which to ecollect all the taxes assessed against
the delinquent, nx}on his real estate or immovable
property, due to the Municipality, or,if the delinquent
be unknown, the Municipal Treasurer shall upon the
warrants of the certified record provided for hevcinbe-
fore and within fwenty days after the delinquency,
advertisa the real estate of the delinquent ugaimst
which said tax is levied for sale, or so shuch thereof as
may be neeessary: to satisfy all pablic taxes againstsaid
properiy and costs of sule. which said advertisement
shall, continue for a peried of thirty days. The
advertisement’shall ke sy posting a notice_of such sale
at the main entrance of ihe Municipal building and_in
five other and conspicuous places in the municipality
wherein the real estaic or immovable property is
situated, and by publication once a week for three weeks
in a newspaper of general -circulation in  said
municipality, if any there be. “The advertisement and.
notice shall contain a statement of taxes and penalties
due on said property and the time and place of sale,
the name of the tax payer ngainst whom the taxes are
levied and a short description of the land to be sold.
Atany time before the day fixed for the sale the fax
payer may discontinue all procecdings by paying the
lax, penaltics, interest and costs, incurred after the
fime of payment to the Municipal Lreasurer. If he
does not do o, this sale shall procced and shall be held
dther at the main entrance of the Municipal building
oron the premises to be sold, as the Municipal

— 27 —

Treasurer nay determine and set forth in said notice
?,f sale.  Within five days after the sale, the Municipal
I'reasurer shall make return of the proceedings and
spread it on his record. which shall be attested Dy -the
Municipal Secretary.  "The purchaser at the sale” shall
receive a certificate from the Municipul "l'reasurer
showing the proceedings of the sale, deseribing the
property sold, stating the name of the 1)urch:\se; and
setting out the exact amount of all public taxes.
penalties and interest for which the property was eold.

Section 8. {Nedemption from suley  Within one
vear from the date of sale, the delinquent tax paver
or anyone for him shall have the right of puying to the
Muanicipal Lreasurer the amount of the pub'liz taxes.
penalties and interest thareon, from ‘the. date of
delinguency to'the date of- sale, together with interest
on sald purchase price at the rate of fifteen per centun
per annum from the date of the sule to the date of
redemnption; and such payment shall entitle the persan
making same to the certificate issucd to the purchuser
at said sale and the certificate from the Monieipdl
LI'reasurer that said  real estate and  immorable
Propcrty has heen . redeemed, and the Maunieipal
Treasurer shall forthwith pay over to the purchazer at
said sale the amount of money paid for snch .redenp-
tion, and the real estate and  immovable prugerty
thereafter shall be free from the lien of such wuxes
and penalties. '

Section 59,  (Non-redemplion.) - In case the fax
payer shull not redeem the land sold as above provided
within one f*ekmr from the date of sale, the Muonicipal
Treasurer shall, as grantor, execute # deed in form smd
effoct sufficient under the laws in force in- the Canal
Zone, Isthmus of Panama, to convey to the purcheser
so much of the real estate and immoyable property
against which the taxcs have been assessed as has hzen
sold, free from all liens of anv kind whatscever, amed
the deed shall snccinetly recite all the procccdings: o
which the validity of the sale depends.

Scection 60.  (Forfeiture of properiy.) In cam
there is no bidder at the public salé of such real estute



and immovable property who affers a sum zufiieient to
pay the taxes. penalties amd cexts, the Municipal
Treasurer shall deelare the land forfeited to the
municipality wna shall make.  within  three days
‘thereafter, areturn of his procecdings and the forfeiture,
which ghall be spread npon the records of his oftice
and attested by the Municipul Secretary.

Section 61, (Farfeiture~ubselute.)  Within® one
vear from the date of such offcr for sale and forfeiture
ithus declared, the tax payer, ar anyone for -him., may
redecm suid  Jand  us hercinbefore provided in cuses
where the land is sold.  But if the land is not thus
redeemed within one year, the forfeiture shall become
absolute aud the Municipal Treasurer shall execute a
deerd similar in form and having the same ‘cffcet as a
teed required to be made by him' in"case of the sale,
cenvering the land to the municipality, and shall enter

the property so conveyed upon his record of the -

property belonging to the municipality. ‘
Section 62, (Enforcing collection,) The assessment
of a tax shall eanstitute a Juwial iudebtedness from the

tax paver to the mnnicipaiity wiich may be’ enforced
#t of the judien circnit

by ¢ivil action in the cirsni
in which the munieipalivy 1=

situated, and this remedy

shall bedn addition to all the other remedies provided

by this Act.

Section 63, (Restricifong on Couris.) No court
shall entertain any suit assailing the validity of a tax
assessed under this Act until the. inx payer shall have
paid under protest the taxes assessed against him, nor
shall any court declare =ny tax invalid by reason of
irregularities or informalizies in the proceedings of the
officers charged with the .ssessment or collection of
the taxes, or of a fuilure to performy their duties within
the time therein specified for their perfornmance, unless
sich irregularvities, informalitice or fallures shall have
mpaired the snbstantial rightsof the tax payer; nor shall
any court declure any tax assessed under the provisions
of this Act invalid except upan condition that the tax
paver shall pay the just amount of his tax, as deter-
mined by the court in the pending proceedings.
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Section 64.  (Assarling validily of sale.) - No court
ghall entertain any suit assailing the validity of a tax
sale of real estate or immovable property under this
Act, until the tax payer shall have paid into” eourt the
amount for which the real estate or immovable pro-
perty was sold, together with interest at the rale of
fifteen per centum per annum upon that.sum from
the date of the sale to the time of instituting the suit.
The money so paid inte court shall belong Lo the
purchaser at the tax sale, if the deed is dechired inva-
lid, and shall be returned to the depositor should ‘he
fuit in his action. - . ) » .

Section 65, (Effect of irreqularities) No court
shall declave any such sale ‘invalid by reason of uny
irregularity or informality in the procecdings of the
officer charged with the duty of making the sale or by
reason of failure by him to perform his duties within
the time herein specified for their performance, unless
such irregnlaritics or informalities or failuves shall
have impaived the substantial rights of the tax payer.

Section 66, (Wilful omission of properiy.) Auy
officer charged with the duty of assessing real estate
or.immovable property who shall walfully omnit from
the tax list real estaie ov immovable property which”
lic knows to be . lawfully faxable,shall be guilty of a.
misdemeanor and punishable by a fine not exeeeding
five hundred dollars or imprisommnent not exceeding
two yearg, or both, at the discretion of the court. The
Circuit Court of the judicial circuit' in which the
municipality is situated shall have power and juris-
diction to hear and determine cases arising by  reuson
of violation of ‘the provisiong of this scetion and to
inflict the penalty therein provided:

Scetion 67 {License, cle., omissions.) Any officer
charged with the duty of lsting or collecting any
license or privilege taxes,- who shall wilfully omit to
list or collect the same or any part therewof, shall be
guilty of & misdemeanor and subject to :he prnntiies
provided in the preceding section.  The eirenii court
of the judicial civenit in which the munieipality. is
sitnated shall have power and jurisdiction to heur und
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determine cases arising by reason of violations of the
provisions of this section and to inflict the penalty
herein provided.

Section 68. (Bribes, acceplance of.) Any officer
charged with any duty in connection with the assess-
ment or collection of taxes, who shall accept a bribe to
influence lis official action therein shall be guilty of a
misdemeanor and subject to the penalties provided in
Section G6 of this Act. Any person offering a bribe to
un officer charged with any &uty in connecetion with
assessing or collecting taxes, for the purpose of in-
fluencing his official action, shall be guilty of a
misdemeanor and subject to the gaenaltics provided in
Seetion 66, The Circuit Conrt of the judicial circuit
in which the municipality is situated, shall have power
and jurisdiction t¢ hear and determine cases arising by
reason of vielation of the provisions of this section and.
to milict the penalty thercin provided. :

Section 69 (Blank books and forms.) In order
to zeure uniformity in all records, accounts, ho—A-
dockets, wuarrants, receipts, licenses and certific
provided for in this Act., the Municipal Treasurer
purchase the necessary blanks, blank books, bo
dockets, warrants, receipts, certificates and lice
from the 'Creasurer of the Canal Zone who s
furnish the same at cost. o

Section 70.  (Repealing clanse.) Al laws, and
parts thereof, inconsistent with this Act are hercby
repealed. -

This Act shall take effect on and after the first
day of November, 1904,

Epacted, September 1. 1904,
J. G. WALKER

Chalrman, Isthmian Canal Comunission, .

Alrue copy.

. D. Rexp

Execative Secretary.
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